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I am very proud of the Oasis 2025 Annual Report.  
After a series of challenging years through and 
following the pandemic, Oasis has “found its 
footing” with a rapidly growing community of older 
adults taking classes, joining exercise programs, 
traveling with us, teaching peers, and volunteering 
in meaningful ways. 

My enthusiasm for Oasis is fueled by the breadth 
of our work, and how we touch many elements 
of active and healthy aging.  Among the myriad 
approaches to active aging, volunteering is 
the fastest growing impact area, with positive 
outcomes for both the volunteering older 
adults and the communities they engage with. 
Volunteering has been a vital part of Oasis since its 
inception. This aspect of our mission was amplified 
in 1989 with the founding of the intergenerational 
literacy tutoring program. Today, more than 3,000 
Oasis volunteers participate in literacy tutoring, 
with a growing cohort participating in our new 
mathematics tutoring model. 

Additionally, Oasis is piloting Grand Champions, a 
program that engages older adults as mentors for 
children within the foster care system, teaching 
important life skills. Oasis volunteers help run 
our offices and are a key part of operations and 
program support in St. Louis and nationwide. 
Through the Community Care Corps, Oasis has 
funded over 150 nonprofits nationwide to develop 
innovative approaches for volunteers to support 
low-income caregivers.

At Oasis, we want the perception of older 
adults to be actively changed, and we feel 
that one way to change misperceptions is to 
highlight the immense impact of older adults 
as volunteers in our communities. We continue 
to explore new ways for older adults to be levers 
for social impact, and this approach to active 
aging positively impacts both older adults and the 
communities they engage with.

We’re grateful to our community, whose generosity 
makes this possible. If you feel inspired, please 
consider making a gift today.
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At Oasis, people find more than just classes—they discover community, 
purpose, and the joy of lifelong learning. Whether it’s joining a discussion group, 
improving balance through fitness, volunteering with children, or learning to 
use a smartphone with confidence, every experience is designed
to enhance well-being and connection to others.

Oasis always has relevant 
subjects that are well 
presented, educational and 
informative. The presenters 
are great and encourage 
questions and discussions. 
If you haven’t experienced 
Oasis, I urge you to take a 
look at the classes offered. 
I haven’t been disappointed 
yet and I’m sure that you 
won’t be either.
—Oasis Class Participant

I have Oasis to thank for 
getting back into biking, 
making new friends, and 
learning about the area where 
I live. We are so fortunate 
to have Oasis here; there’s 
something for everyone—
Oasis is truly the ‘Gateway’ 
to having an enriching life!
—Oasis Biking Participant

The Give 5 program was such 
a great learning experience 
for me. It introduced me to so 
many ways I can help and be a 
part of my community.
—Oasis Give 5 Participant

What surprised me most about 
my tutoring experience was 
the profound bond I formed 
with my students. I didn’t 
expect to become so deeply 
invested in their progress and 
well-being, but witnessing 
their growth and resilience 
has been awe-inspiring.
—Oasis Tutor

Inspiring Stories From 
Our Community
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